THE BAPTISM OF FIRE
independent State, he received the Virtuti Militari
Cross, the highest Polish military decoration, it must
be presumed that his record was so regarded by his
superior officers as well. Nor did he escape altogether
unscathed, for on July 4th, 1916, Lieutenant Beck was
caught in a shell explosion, and considered himself
lucky in escaping with only severe bruises and a slight
head wound.
In this year of 1916, however, it was not only his
bruises and head wound that troubled Lieutenant Beck;
to these there had supervened troubles of a political
character as well. The legionaries, it was evident, had
done any work that fell to their share with daring
impetuosity and valour, and the Heads of the German
Military machine, beholding their military efficiency and
beginning by this time to feel the drain in man power,
entailed on them by the War, bethought themselves now
that they were in the occupation of Warsaw that it
would be a good thing if they could conscript many
more Poles of the same quality to help to make a Polnische
Wehrmacht which might enable them to win the War.
Likewise the Austrian High Command were desirous
of forming a Polnische. Hilfskorps, obtaining a firmer
and closer hold over the Polish Legionaries on their
side. They had officially recognized them and they
considered they were entitled to a corresponding measure
of control. In itself this desire, especially on the part
of Germany, was a remarkable justification of the policy
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